FUNCTIONAL   IMPLICATIONS   OF   SPINAL   INJURY   LEVELS

ABOVE

C-3

C-4

C-5

C-6-

Diaphragm is out; artificial ventilation is

necessary.
No upper extremity function; needs

reacher-feeders and externally powered hand

braces.
AMBULATION-electric wheelchair

No function of upper extremity muscles.

May need intermittent artificial ventilation.

Cough needs assisted expulsive force.

Needs reacher-feeders and static hand splints

with mechanical or externally powered

devices.
AMBULATION-electric wheelchair

Shoulder function and elbow flexion present but

weak.

Cough needs assisted expulsive force.
Needs reacher-feeders and static hand splints

with mechanical or externally powered

devices.
AMBULATION-electric wheelchair; difficult

wheelchair propulsion with wide-spaced

handrirns and knobs or spoke assists.

Shoulder function and elbow flexion are
normal.

Wrist extension present but weak.

Pronation present but weak.

Cough needs assistance.

Flexor-hinge hand brace powered by wrist
extension.

AMBULATION-electric chair desirable; wheelchair
can be propelled by wide spaced handrims with
spoke assists or knobs.  Therapeutic walking
is possible with long leg braces, corset, and
underarm crutches with wrist straps or quad
gloves.

Prepared by Ernest W, Johnson, M.D., Head of Department
of Physical Medicine, Ohio State University.  (Injury is
identified by the lowest level of motor function).

Third cervical segment.

Driving auto is possible with special steering wheel
spinner and hand controls.
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